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(57) ABSTRACT

Relating to a switcher system that is capable of reducing time
and trouble of setting video equipment. According to the
present invention, there is provided a switcher system having
a switcher and a plurality of view finders. The switcher out-
puts a digital video signal having a tally signal superimposed
thereon. Each of the view finders has an external digital video
input unit, which receives input of the digital video signal,
and a tally display control unit, which controls tally display
based on the tally signal superimposed on the digital video
signal.

10 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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1
VIDEO SIGNAL AND TALLY SIGNAL
SWITCHER SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a switcher system having a
switcher and multiple view finders, and relates to the view
finder preferably used in the switcher system.

BACKGROUND ART

In general, multiple video cameras for broadcasting are
connected to a switcher while taking video for the television
broadcasting. An operator of the switcher selects the video
camera, video of which is to be employed for broadcasting,
while viewing videos of the multiple video cameras. The
production of an interesting TV program requires one video
that zooms in on a broadcasting object and also another video
of an entire broadcasting scene in order to add the realism of
the site, in contrast. In order for each video camera operator to
send various videos to the switcher based on his/her own
judgment, there is needed a function that enables the video
camera operator to easily check the video selected by the
switcher. If the above function is available, the video camera
operator easily takes video that is different from the video
selectively employed by the switcher. Thus, a broadcasting
video camera, in general, is capable of receiving return video
from the switcher, and has a zoom remote controller connec-
tor, which is mounted on a return button of a lens attached to
the video camera or which is mounted on a lens connected to
the video camera. The zoom remote controller connector
enables a function, in which the pressing of the return button
through the lens attached to the video camera switches the
video display of the view finder between the currently taking
video and the return video from the switcher.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

When the multiple video cameras and the switcher are
employed for the video taking, separate respective wires for
the video signal, the return signal, the tally signal, and the
intercom signal are required between each video camera and
the switcher. Therefore, setting of the video equipment has
required time and trouble very much.

The present invention is made in view of the above situa-
tion, and thereby relates to a switcher system that is capable of
reducing time and trouble of setting video equipment.

Means for Solving the Problems

According to the present invention, there is provided a
switcher system includes a switcher and a plurality of view
finders, wherein: the switcher outputs a digital video signal
having a tally signal superimposed thereon; and each of the
view finders has an external digital video input unit that
receives input of the digital video signal, and a tally display
controlunit that controls tally display based on the tally signal
superimposed on the digital video signal.

In the present invention, the switcher outputs the digital
video signal having the tally signal superimposed thereon,
and the view finder controls the tally display based on the tally
signal included in the digital video signal (e.g. the view finder
switches the operation between on and off of the tally lamp, or
determines emitting color of the tally lamp). As a result, it is
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possible to share the wire for both of the video signal and for
the tally signal, and thereby reducing time and trouble of
setting the video equipment.

The switcher preferably has a digital video input unit, a
video selecting unit, a signal superimposing unit, and a digital
video output unit. The digital video input unit receives input
of digital video signals outputted by a plurality of video
cameras. The video selecting unit selects one of the digital
video signals received by the digital video input unit. The
signal superimposing unit superimposes the tally signal,
which has an identifier, on the digital video signal selected by
the video selecting unit. The digital video output unit outputs
the digital video signal having the tally signal superimposed
thereon. The identifier is preferably an identifier of the video
camera that outputs the digital video signal. Preferably, each
of the view finders further includes a storage unit that stores
an identifier thereof, and the tally display control unit turns on
the tally display when the identifier within the tally signal
coincides with the identifier stored in the storage unit. Due to
the above configuration, it is possible to turn on the tally
display only for the view finder that corresponds to the iden-
tifier included in the tally signal. The “identifier” may be, for
example, a number or a symbol, and is recognizable by the
view finder. The identifier may be unique to the view finder,
and may be flexibly set and changed.

Preferably, each of the view finders includes a signal sepa-
rating unit that separates the tally signal from the digital video
signal, and the tally display control unit of the view finder
controls the tally display based on the separated tally signal.

Preferably, the switcher further includes a control signal
input unit that receives input of the control signal,

The video selecting unit selects the digital video signal
based on the return signal. Due to the above configuration, the
video camera operator is capable of remote-operating the
switcher, and thereby enabling one operator to operate two
cameras. Also, in one example, the control signal input unit
receives input of the control signal having the return signal,
and the switcher further includes a control signal output unit
that outputs the control signal, from which the return signal is
removed. The control signal outputted from the control signal
output unit is received by the video camera (preferably, a
zoom lens of the video camera). In the above case, a single
remote controller is employed to operate the switcher and the
video camera.

Preferably, the tally signal has emitting color information,
and the tally display control unit controls emitting color of the
tally display based on the emitting color information. In the
above case, without providing multiple wires for the tally
signal, it is possible to realize the tally display with multiple
colors.

In one example, the digital video signal is an SDI signal
(e.g. an HD-SDI signal, an SD-SDI, a 3G-SDI signal). Note
that, the digital video signal may be a digital signal of other
types (such as HDMI signal, 3D).

Preferably, the switcher further has an audio input unit that
receives input of an audio signal, the switcher has a signal
superimposing unit that superimposes the audio signal on the
digital video signal, the switcher has a digital video output
unit that outputs the digital video signal having the tally signal
and the audio signal superimposed thereon, and each of the
view finders further has an audio output unit that outputs
audio based on the audio signal superimposed on the digital
video signal.

Furthermore, preferably, each of the view finders has a
camera digital video input unit, an audio input unit, a signal
superimposing unit, and a camera digital video output unit.
The camera digital video input unit receives input of a digital
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video signal from a video camera. The audio input unit
receives input of an audio signal. The signal superimposing
unit superimposes the audio signal on the digital video signal.
The camera digital video output unit outputs the digital video
signal having the audio signal superimposed thereon. The
switcher further has an audio output unit that outputs audio
based on the audio signal superimposed on the digital video
signal.

The audio signal is, for example, an intercom audio, and
due to the above configuration, it is possible to realize the
intercom system without having additional wiring. Because
the digital signal is superimposed on the digital video signal,
and the analog signal is outputted as audio, an AD converting
unit and a DA converting unit are provided as required. Also,
each of the view finders may further has a signal separating
unit that separates the audio signal from the digital video
signal. The switcher may further include a signal separating
unit that separates the audio signal from the digital video
signal.

In one example, the external digital video input unit has a
BNC connector. The system of the present embodiment is
realized with the above general connector.

Preferably, each of the view finders has a camera digital
video input unit, a control signal input unit, a video selecting
unit, and a display control unit. The camera digital video input
unit receives input of a digital video signal from a video
camera. The control signal input unit receives input of a
control signal. The video selecting unit selects, based on the
control signal, one of video based on the digital video signal
received from the video camera and video based on the digital
video signal received through the external digital video input
unit. The display control unit controls display of the video
selected by the video selecting unit. In the above case, by
feeding the control signal to the view finder, it is possible to
easily control select and display one of the video from the
video camera and the video from the switcher.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram illustrating an overview
of'a switcher system of one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a connection diagram illustrating a configuration
of'a view finder and a camera of the switcher system in FIG.
1.

FIG. 3(a) is a front view of the view finder of the switcher
system in FIG. 1, and FIG. 3() is a rear view of the view
finder of the switcher system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an internal configu-
ration of the view finder of the switcher system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating another example of
the internal configuration of the view finder of the switcher
system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram ., illustrating an internal con-
figuration of the switcher of the switcher system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an operation panel of
the switcher of the switcher system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a configuration diagram illustrating a specific
configuration of the switcher system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific configu-
ration of the switcher system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 is a detailed diagram of a superimposing circuit of
the tally signal and the SDI signal of the circuit diagram in
FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of
an operation circuit, where the switching of video is executed
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by a zoom remote controller in the switcher system of one
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating the zoom remote control-
ler employable in the switcher system of one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating a pen-type switch employ-
able in the switcher system of one embodiment of the present
invention.

EMBODIMENT CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

1. Switcher System

A switcher system of one embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described below with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG.
13.

1-1. Overview of Switcher System

FIG. 1 illustrates an overview of a switcher system 1 of the
present embodiment. FIG. 1 illustrates only minimum wir-
ings for the convenience in the drawing. As shown in FIG. 1,
the switcher system of the present embodiment includes a
switcher 3 and multiple view finders 5. In the present embodi-
ment, the switcher 3 connects two apparatuses through wires
as shown in FIG. 1 so as to make the apparatuses function as
a single switcher. Alternatively, the switcher 3 may be a single
apparatus having all of the function.

The switcher 3 is configured to receive camera digital
video signals from multiple video cameras 11, and each video
camera 11 has a view finder 5.

The switcher 3 selects one of the camera digital video
signals from the multiple video cameras 11, superimposes a
tally signal on the selected digital video signal, and then
outputs the superimposed digital video signal as an external
digital video signal. Although, additional cable was wired for
the transmission of the tally signal conventionally, the cable
for the tally signal is not needed in the present embodiment
because the tally signal is transmitted through the cable for
the video signal.

Also, the view finder 5 and the switcher 3 are connected
with audio input/output units 43, 44 (e.g. headset), respec-
tively. Audio received by the audio input/output unit 43 is
superimposed on a camera digital video signal and is trans-
mitted to the switcher 3. Then, the switcher separates the
audio signal from the received signal, and the audio signal is
outputted to the audio input/output unit 44. Similarly, audio
received by the audio input/output unit 44 is superimposed on
the external digital video signal and is transmitted to the view
finder 5. Then, the view finder 5 separates the audio signal
from the received signal, and is transmitted to the audio
input/output unit 43. As above, the cable for the audio signal
is not needed because the audio signal is transmitted through
the cable for the video signal.

The tally signal is superimposed on the external digital
video signal outputted by the switcher 3. The view finder 5
separates the tally signal from the received external digital
video signal, and controls tally display based on the tally
signal.

The switcher 3 may output digital video signals, which
have mutually different tally signals, to the multiple view
finders 5. Also, the switcher 3 may output digital video sig-
nals, which have the mutually equivalent tally signals, to the
view finders 5.

In a former case, the tally signal to command the tally
display to turn on is given only to the view finder 5, which is
to turn on the tally display. However, another tally signal to
command the tally display to turn off is given to other view
finder 5 different from the above finder.
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In a latter case, the tally signal includes the identifier, and
the view finder 5 controls the tally display based on the tally
signal when the identifier within the tally signal coincides
with the identifier of the view finder 5. There will be made an
explanation of an example, where six video cameras 11 are
connected with the switcher 3, as below. Identifiers for six
video cameras 11 are, for example, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. The
view finder 5 mounted on each video camera 11 is assigned
with the identifier that is equivalent to the identifier of the
mounting video camera. Examples of the tally signals from
the switcher 3 include, for example, atally signal (hereinafter,
“first tally signal”), which indicates “video is currently in
use”, and another tally signal (hereinafter, “second tally sig-
nal”), which indicates “video is scheduled to be used next”.
Each tally signal has the identifier. For example, in a case,
where the video of the video camera 11 with the identifier of
2 is currently in use, and the video of the video camera 11 with
the identifier of 4 will be used next, the first tally signal is
assigned with the identifier of 2, and the second tally signal is
assigned with the identifier of 4. The digital video signals
having the above tally signals are inputted into all the view
finders 5 from the switcher 3. The view finder 5 reads the
identifier in the tally signal to determine whether the identifier
in the tally signal coincides with the identifier of the view
finders 5. When the identifier in the tally signal coincides with
the identifier of the view finders 5, the view finder 5 executes
the tally display based on the tally signal. For example, the
view finder 5 with the identifier of 1 does not executes the
tally display because both the first tally signal and the second
tally signal do not coincide with the identifier thereof. In
contrast, the view finder 5 with the identifier of 2 turns on the
red light for the tally display, for example, when the view
finder 5 confirms that the identifier of the first tally signal is 2.
Also, the view finder 5 with the identifier of 4 turns on the
green light for the tally display, for example, when the view
finder 5 confirms that the identifier of the second tally signal
is 4.

1-2. Details of Switcher System

The switcher system 1 of the present embodiment will be
detailed below.

(1) View Finder 5 and Video Camera 11

The view finder 5 and the video camera 11 used in the
switcher system 1 will be described with reference to FIG. 2
to FIG. 5.

As shown in FIG. 2, the video camera 11 is mounted on a
tripod 45, and the view finder 5 is mounted on the video
camera 11. The video camera 11 and the view finder 5 are
mountable in any mounting method that is not limited to the
method shown here, and thereby the video camera 11 and the
view finder 5 may be mounted by other method. For example,
one end of a plate adaptor may be fixed between the video
camera 11 and the tripod 45, and the other end of the adaptor
may be fixed to the view finder 5. In the above case, the video
camera 11 is successfully prevented from shaking. A video
signal outputted from the video camera 11 (e.g. an SDI signal
outputted from a SDI output connector) is received by the
view finder 5 through a cable 47. Also, although not shown in
the drawings, it is possible to supply power to the view finder
5 from the video camera 11 through the cable. Furthermore,
the view finder 5 is connected with the audio input/output unit
43 (e.g. aheadset). As will be described later, the audio signal
received from the audio input/output unit 43 is superimposed
on the video signal outputted from the video camera 11, and
then is outputted to the switcher 3. Also, in a case, where the
video signal received from the switcher 3 has the audio signal
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superimposed thereon, the audio signal is separated from the
received video signal and is outputted through the audio
input/output unit 43.

Next, an appearance and a connector arrangement of the
view finder 5 will be described with reference to FIGS. 3(a)
and 3(b). FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b) are a front view and a rear view
of the view finder 5, respectively.

As shown in FIG. 3(a), the view finder 5 has a box-shaped
main body unit 48, which includes a liquid crystal display unit
51, atally display unit 49, a brightness adjustor 53, a contrast
adjustor 55, and a peaking adjustor 57 on a front side. Also, as
shown in FIG. 3(b), the view finder 5 has, on a back side, a
tally display unit 59, a camera digital video input connector
63, an external digital video (a return video from the switcher)
input connector 65, a tally input connector 71, a power source
input terminal 73, an analog audio connectors 67, 69, and a
camera digital video output connector 61. The power source
input terminal 73 is connected with a power source cable from
the video camera 11. Although the tally input connector 71 is
omissible, the tally input connector 71 is employed to connect
with an additional cable for the tally signal, if the switcher 3
is designed so as not to output the digital video signal with the
tally signal superimposed thereon. A video input connector/
video output connector has, for example, a BNC connector.

Next, an internal configuration of the view finder 5 will be
described with reference to FIG. 4. As shown in FIG. 4, the
view finder 5 includes an external digital video input unit 7,
which receives input of external digital video signals from the
switcher 3, and the external digital video input unit 7 receives
the external digital video signals through the external digital
video input connector 65. The tally signal, which has the
identifier, and the audio signal are superimposed on the exter-
nal digital video signal, and a separating unit 20 separates the
video signal, the tally signal, and the audio signal from each
other. The video signal is transmitted to a display control unit
50, and the display control unit 50 controls the display of the
liquid crystal display unit 51 based on the video signal. The
display control unit 50 displays the video based on the levels
of the brightness, the contrast, and the peaking, which are
adjusted by the brightness adjustor 53, the contrast adjustor
55, and the peaking adjustor 57. The tally signal is transmitted
to a tally display control unit 9. In the present embodiment,
the tally signal includes the identifier, and the tally display
control unit 9 checks the identifier within the tally signal
against an identifier stored in a storage unit 21. When the
identifiers coincide with each other, the tally display control
unit 9 controls the turning on of the tally display units 49, 59
based on the tally signal. Thus, the storage unit 21 stores, in
advance, an identifier (e.g. ID number) of the video camera
11, to which the view finder 5 is attached. Also, the tally signal
may alternatively include emitting color information, and a
light color of the tally display units 49, 59 may be changed
based on the information. When the tally signal does not
include any identifier, the tally display control unit 9 controls
the turning on of the tally display units 49, 59 based on the
tally signal. In the above case, the storage unit 21 is not
needed.

The audio signal is transmitted to an audio output unit 27,
and analog audio signals, which are obtained through DA
conversion, are outputted through analog connectors 67, 69 to
the audio input/output unit 43. Due to the above configura-
tion, a single signal line enables the transmission of the video
signal, the tally signal, and the audio signal, and thereby
saving trouble of wiring on site.

Also, the view finder 5 has a camera digital video input unit
29, which receives input of the digital video signal from the
video camera 11, and the camera digital video input unit 29
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receives the camera digital video signals through the camera
digital video input connector 63. Also, the view finder 5 has
an audio input unit 31, which receives input of the audio
signals, and the audio input unit 31 receives the audio signals
through the analog audio connectors 67, 69. The inputted
audio signal is AD-converted by a signal superimposing unit
33, and is superimposed on the camera digital video signal.
Then, the superimposed video signal is outputted to the exte-
rior by a camera digital video output unit 35 through the
camera digital video output connector 61. The outputted sig-
nal is transmitted to the switcher 3. Due to the above configu-
ration, a single signal line enables the transmission of the
video signal and the audio signal, and thereby saving trouble
of wiring on site.

Note that, although the present embodiment illustrates the
example, in which the video of the external digital video
signal is directly displayed in the liquid crystal display unit
51, it may be alternatively configured such that the video of
the external digital video signal and the video of the camera
digital video signal are selectively switched as required
because the view finder 5 receives both the external digital
video signal and the camera digital video signal. In order to
achieve the above function, as shown in FIG. 5, there are
provided a control signal input unit 23, which receives input
of'the control signal, a video selecting unit 39, which selects,
based on the control signal, the video based on the digital
video signal from the video camera 11, and the video based on
the digital video signal from the external digital video input
unit 7, and the display control unit 50, which controls the
display of the video selected by the video selecting unit 39.
(2) Switcher 3

Next, the switcher 3 used in the switcher system 1 will be
described with reference to FIG. 6.

As shown in FIG. 6, the switcher 3 includes digital video
input units 13, which receive input of multiple camera digital
video signals, a video selecting unit 15, a signal superimpos-
ing unit 17, a digital video output unit 19, an audio input unit
25, the separating unit 20, an audio output unit 37, and the
control signal input unit 23. The camera digital video signal is
a video signal from the video camera 11, and is usually
inputted into the switcher 3 after the view finder 5 has super-
imposed the audio signal on the video signal. The video
selecting unit 15 selects one of the multiple camera digital
video signals, and transmits the selected camera digital video
signal to the signal superimposing unit 17. The video, which
is selected by the video selecting unit 15, is determined in the
operation panel of the switcher 3 shown in FIG. 7, by using a
program row camera 1 selection button x1 to a program row
camera 6 selection button x6, and a preview row camera 1
selection button y1 to a preview row camera 6 selection button
y6. For example, when the program row camera 2 selection
button x2 is pressed, the video of the video camera 11 with the
identifier of 2 is selected. In the above case, the tally signal
having the identifier of 2 is generated, and the signal super-
imposing unit 17 superimposes the tally signal on the camera
digital video signal. The analog audio signal from the audio
input/output unit 44 is inputted to the audio input unit 25, and
is AD-converted. Then, the signal superimposing unit 17
superimposes the converted signal on the digital video signal.
The digital video signal having the tally signal and the audio
signal superimposed thereon is outputted from the digital
video output unit 19 to the view finder 5 as the external digital
video signal. Due to the above configuration, it is possible to
transmit the video signal, the tally signal, and the audio signal
to the view finder 5 by using the single signal line.

Also, each camera digital video signal is transmitted to the
separating unit 20, and the audio signal is separated from the
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video signal. The separated audio signal is DA-converted, and
is outputted from the audio output unit 37 to the audio input/
output unit 44. As a result, it is possible to listen to the audio
from the view finder 5.

The video selected by the video selecting unit 15 is deter-
mined by a method other than the operation panel shown in
FIG. 7. The video selected by the video selecting unit 15 may
be determined by inputting an external control signal into the
control signal input unit 23.

1-3. Specific Configuration of Switcher System

Next, a further concrete configuration of the switcher sys-
tem of the present invention will be described with reference
to FIG. 8 to FIG. 12.

Firstly, a flow of the signals in the entire switcher system
will be described with reference to FIG. 8 to FIG. 9.

The video signal outputted from the video camera 11 (e.g.
an HD-SDI video signal) is received by the view finder 5
through the cable 47. The view finder 5 receives an audio
signal (intercom audio signal) from the audio input/output
unit (intercom headset) 43, and the view finder 5 outputs the
video signal having the audio signal superimposed thereon to
the switcher 3 through a respective cable h1, h2. Due to the
above configuration, the single cable h1, h2 enables the trans-
mission of the video signal and the audio signal, and thereby
saving trouble of wiring.

The switcher 3 includes a video selecting unit f1 and a
signal mixing unit el (conversion box). The video selecting
unit f1 has six video signal input connectors nl to n6. The
video signal input connectors n1 to né6 receives, from the view
finders 5, the video signals having the audio signals superim-
posed thereon. The video signals are through outputted by
video signal through output connectors n7 to n12. The video
signals outputted from the video signal through output con-
nectors n7 to n12 are received by video signal input connec-
tors 17 to 112 of the signal mixing unit el. The audio signals
are separated from the video signals, and are outputted from
audio input/output connectors rl, r2 to be received by the
audio input/output unit 44. Also, the audio signals (external
intercom audio signal, intercom microphone audio signal)
from the audio input/output unit 44 are received by the audio
input/output connectors rl, r2.

The tally signal set by the operation panel shown in FIG. 7
is outputted by a tally signal output connector p1 of the video
selecting unit f1, and received by a tally signal input connec-
tor p2 of the signal mixing unit el through a cable k1. Also, a
video signal (program output signal) selected by the video
selecting unit f1 is outputted from a selected video output
connector o1 of the video selecting unit f1, and is received by
a selected video input connector m1 of the signal mixing unit
el through a cable j1. The received video signals are mixed
with the tally signals and the audio signals as shown in FIG.
10, and are outputted from video signal output connectors 11
to 16 of the signal mixing unit el to be received by the view
finders 5 through the respective cables hl, h2. Due to the
above configuration, the single cable i1, i2 enables the trans-
mission of the video signal, the tally signal, and the audio
signal, and thereby saving time and trouble of wiring.

Because the view finder does not have the intercom audio
in the conventional switcher system, the video camera opera-
tor on site had to wire another cable for listening to the return
audio or on air audio. According to the configuration of the
present embodiment, without wiring the additional cable, it is
possible to listen to the return audio or on air audio. Also, it is
possible to transmit the tally signal through a single wire.

The control signal from a zoom remote controller y
mounted on a pan bar of the video tripod 45 is received by a
zoom remote controller input connector s2 through a zoom
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remote controller cable z1. The zoom remote controller input
connector s2 is originally a connector used for mounting a
remote controller, which is directly connected to the video
camera, on the switcher 3. The examples of the remote con-
troller connected to the zoom remote controller input connec-
tor s2 include a remote controller 80 shown in FIG. 12, which
outputs, in addition to the return signal, a signal for zoom
adjustment and a signal for starting/stopping the recording
operation. Also, the examples of the remote controller include
a pen-type switch remote controller 90 shown in FIG. 13,
which outputs only the return signal. Furthermore, the output
(control signal, from which the return signal is removed, see
the circuit in FIG. 11) from the zoom remote controller
through output connector sl is received by a zoom remote
controller input terminal of a lens of the video camera through
a zoom remote controller cable z2.

When the view finder 5 is connected with peripheral equip-
ment, the return signal outputted from the remote controller y
is received not by the video camera but by the switcher 3, and
thereby the switcher 3 switches the video to be outputted,
based on the return signal. Due to the above configuration, it
is possible to easily select the video camera, the video of
which is to be outputted from the switcher 3, and thereby
easily enabling one operator to operate two cameras.

Also, in the present embodiment, there has been described
an example, in which the return signal from the zoom remote
controller is received by the switcher 3. However, any type of
the control signal may be received by the switcher 3. For
example, a remote controller having a function similar to that
of'the operation panel shown in FIG. 7 may be provided near
the video camera 11 so that a video camera operator, who is
being taking video, is enabled to control the switcher 3. Also,
the remote controller may wirelessly transmit the control
signal to the switcher 3.

DESCRIPTION OF NUMERALS

1: switcher system

5: view finder

11: video camera

43, 44: audio input/output unit (intercom headset)

45: video tripod

47,h1, h2, 11,12, j1, k1, 71, 72: cable

48: main body unit

49, 59: tally display unit

51: liquid crystal display unit

53: brightness adjustor

: contrast adjustor

: peaking adjustor

: camera digital video (HD-SDI) output connector

: camera digital video (HD-SDI) input connector

65: external digital video (return video from switcher, HD-
SDI) input connector

67, 69: analog audio connector

71: tally input connector

73: power source (DC) input terminal

el: signal mixing unit (conversion box)

f1: video selecting unit (switcher connector panel)

11 to 16: video signal output connector of signal mixing unitel

17 to 112: video signal input connector of signal mixing unitel

m1: selected video input connector

nl to n6: video signal input connector

n7 to n12: video signal through output connector

01, 02: selected video output connector

p1l: tally signal output connector

p2: tally signal input connector

ql: power source input connector
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rl: external intercom connector
r2: intercom headset connector
s1: zoom remote controller output connector
s2: zoom remote controller input connector
t1: power source switch
ul: auto take switch
v1: auto take lever
w1: wipe button
w2: mix button
x1: program row camera 1 selection button
x2: program row camera 2 selection button
x3: program row camera 3 selection button
x4: program row camera 4 selection button
x5: program row camera 5 selection button
X6: preview row camera 6 selection button
y1: preview row camera 1 selection button
y2: preview row camera 2 selection button
y3: preview row camera 3 selection button
y4: preview row camera 4 selection button
y5: preview row camera 5 selection button
y6: preview row camera 6 selection button
80: zoom remote controller
90: pen-type switch
y: zoom remote controller

The invention claimed is:

1. A switcher system comprising a switcher and a plurality
of view finders, wherein:

the switcher outputs a digital video signal having a tally

signal superimposed thereon;

each of the view finders has:

an external digital video input unit that receives input of
the digital video signal, and

a tally display control unit that controls tally display
based on the tally signal; and

the switcher has:

adigital video input unit that receives input of a plurality
of digital video signals,

avideo selecting unit that selects one of the digital video
signals received by the digital video input unit,

a signal superimposing unit that superimposes the tally
signal, which has an identifier, on the digital video
signal selected by the video selecting unit, and

a digital video output unit that outputs the digital video
signal having the tally signal superimposed thereon.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the identifier
corresponds to an identifier of a video camera that outputs the
digital video signal.

3. The system according to claim , wherein:

each of the view finders has a storage unit that stores an

identifier thereof, and

the tally display control unit turns on the tally display when

the identifier of the tally signal coincides with the iden-
tifier stored in the storage unit.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein:

the switcher further has a control signal input unit that

receives a control signal; and

the video selecting unit selects the digital video signal

based on the control signal.

5. The system according to claim 1, wherein:

the tally signal has emitting color information; and

the tally display control unit controls emitting color of the

tally display based on the emitting color information.

6. The system according to claim 1, wherein the digital
video signal is an SDI signal.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein:

the switcher further has an audio input unit that receives

input of an audio signal;
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the switcher has a signal superimposing unit that superim-
poses the audio signal on the digital video signal;
the switcher has a digital video output unit that outputs the
digital video signal having the tally signal and the audio
signal superimposed thereon; and
each of the view finders further has an audio output unit
that outputs audio based on the audio signal superim-
posed on the digital video signal.
8. The system according to claim 1, wherein:
each of the view finders has:
a camera digital video input unit that receives input of a
digital video signal from a video camera;
an audio input unit that receives input of an audio signal;
a signal superimposing unit that superimposes the audio
signal on the digital video signal; and
acamera digital video output unit that outputs the digital
video signal having the audio signal superimposed
thereon,
the switcher further has an audio output unit that outputs
audio based on the audio signal superimposed on the
digital video signal.
9. The system according to claim 1, wherein the external
digital video input unit has a BNC connector.
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10. A switcher system comprising a switcher and a plural-

ity of view finders, wherein:

the switcher outputs a digital video signal having a tally
signal superimposed thereon; and
each of the view finders has:

an external digital video input unit that receives input of
the digital video signal,

a tally display control unit that controls tally display
based on the tally signal,

a camera digital video input unit that receives input of a
digital video signal from a video camera,

a control signal input unit that receives input of a control
signal,

a video selecting unit that selects, based on the control
signal, one of video based on the digital video signal
received from the video camera and video based on
the digital video signal received through the external
digital video input unit, and

a display control unit that controls display of the video
selected by the video selecting unit.

#* #* #* #* #*



